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March 18, 2008 – Volume 4, Issue 8


Thank you for reading The Conaway Chronicle, a weekly review of my activities in 
Congress. This newsletter is to let you know what’s going on in Washington and what 
important issues are being debated in Congress.


Terrorist Surveillance Bill Considered Under ‘Secret Session’  
For the first time in 25 years, the House of Representatives met in a secret session 
Thursday in order to debate the vital, yet controversial, renewal of the Terrorist 
Surveillance Bill, also known as FISA. The House has only 
convened behind closed doors six times since 1812 and does so 
when debating issues of extreme confidentiality such as national 
security and private communications from the President. 
Republican Minority Whip Roy Blunt called the secret session to 
both bring attention to the necessity of passing this legislation 
quickly and to address the confidential information that the 
Terrorist Surveillance bill has provided to our intelligence 
agencies. The controversy surrounding the bill concerns the 
retroactive immunity clause for the telecommunication companies who provided the 
government with critical surveillance on foreign t! errorists following the September 11 th 
attacks. Despite the fact that this version has already passed with bipartisan support in 
the Senate, House Democrats have refused to bring it to the floor and restore this 
fundamental tool of our national security. The secret session gave Congress an 
opportunity to have a frank and forthright debate on the Terrorist Surveillance bill that 
intended to illuminate the grave repercussions.  
 
Unfortunately, House Democrats chose to ignore our national security and pass a 
different Terrorist Surveillance Bill that does not protect our nation’s best interests. On 
Friday, the House voted to pass this bill by a vote of 213 to 197. The President has said 
he will veto this version of the bill.  
 
Supporting our Troops  
Last week, I attended a Congressional Remembrance Ceremony to 
honor our troops and their families. The bipartisan ceremony 
marked the five year anniversary of the Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and served as a moment of remembrance to all those who have 
served, those who continue to serve, those who so bravely lost their 
lives so that others may be free, and all of their families. I continue 
to be immensely impressed by everyone who serves our great nation, and words are not 
enough to express our thanks.  
 
Largest Tax Increase in History Passes the House 
Last week, the House voted to pass the Democrat-led Budget for FY2009 by a close vote 
of 212-207, the centerpiece being the collection of the largest tax increase in American 
history. The budget collects increased taxes on the middle class to roll-in hundreds of 
billions of dollars in new Washington spending, yet fails to address the coming 
entitlement crisis. 
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Hard-working Americans across the country are starting to feel the effects of our slowing 
economy with higher gas prices and lower home values. Enacting this senseless tax 
increase ($683 billion over five years) will accomplish nothing but bring more power to 
Washington and drain money from the pockets of American taxpayers. This action will 
cause people to hesitate to invest and save for the future, and will have an adverse effect 
on our economy in the long-term.  
 
Along with families with children, seniors will pay drastically higher taxes on savings and 
investments when taxes on dividends and capital gains income double. Also, the 
infamous death tax will be resurrected, which I tried to reverse by amendment last week 
in the Budget Committee but the measure was shot down by Democrat leadership. This 
will particularly hurt family-owned small businesses in Central and West Texas. 
 
Washington has a spending problem, and passing legislation such as this only fosters it. 
Click here to see a state-by-state breakdown of how the Democrats tax increase will 
affect people across the country.  
 
Farm Bill Update 
Last Wednesday, the House voted to yet again to extend the 2002 Farm Bill, this time 
until mid-April. Although it was a necessary action to avoid reverting to the original 1949 
farm law, it should in no way be interpreted as an acceptable substitute to a new Farm 
Bill. It is my hope that all Members, Republican and Democratic, as well as the 
Administration, can come to a consensus on the remaining issues so that a Farm Bill can 
be advanced into law. The American public does not benefit from political bickering and 
finger-pointing. It is in the interest of our country to craft and pass a Farm Bill that serves 
the interests of the American producer, consumer and taxpayer. 
 
*Check out my 
editorial  in the San 
Angelo Standard-Times 
on the House Ethics 
legislation that 
passed the House last 
week. 


The Conaway Chronicle will be issued every week when Congress is in session. I hope 
that you will find it informative and will continue to stay informed with my recent 


legislative activities in Washington. In the meantime, if you have any questions, concerns 
or suggestions for future issues of the Conaway Chronicle, please visit the website at 


www.house.gov/conaway or don’t hesitate to call me at (202) 225-3605. Check out 
my blog at www.conawayblog.com! 


If you received this message in error, or you no longer wish to receive messages from the 
sender, you may click here to unsubscribe. 
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